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to the settlement of boundaries, and the respect to CHAP.XXVI
be paid to them. The protection of merchants in
their occupation is the subject of multifarious pro-
visions, "which it would be tedious to detail. One
of them may be quoted as an illustration of the
jealousy of the Siamese. It is provided that mer-
chants subject to the English, desiring to come and
trade in any Siamese country, with which it has not
been the custom to have trade and intercourse, must
first go and inquire of the governor of the country.
" Should any country have no merchandize, the go-
jromor shall inform the ship that has come to trade
that there is none. Should any country have mer-
chandise sufficient for a ship, the governor shall
allow her to come and trade.35 Under such a pro-
vision the government of Siam might obviously re-
fuse to open to British commerce any part of their
country not previously accessible. Among the com-
mercial regulations was one strictly forbidding the
introduction of opium into Siam or its dependen-
cies, and subjecting it, should the attempt be made,
to confiscation. From another article it might
be inferred that written correspondence had not
previously been regarded as inviolate from the
inspection of those for whose eye it was not
intended* "If an Englishman desire to trans-
mit a letter to any person in a Siamese or other
country, such person only, and no other, shall open
and look into the letter. *If a Siamese desire to
transmit a letter to any person in an English or
other country, such person only, and no other, shall